
Representative Hovey and Samantha Miko of Monroe, a 2006 Masuk High
School graduate, visit with Governor M. Jodi Rell at the Governor’s Office at

the State Capitol.
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State Representative 

DebraLee Hovey
Dear Friends,

The 2006 legislative session for the most part was beneficial for Monroe
and Newtown.

This year’s transportation act authorizes $2.3 billion in bonding for projects
of importance to the 112th district. They include: expanding rail passenger
service through Danbury to New Milford to reduce traffic congestion on
Route 7 and completing preliminary design and engineering for widening
I-84 between Waterbury and Danbury.

Annual state grants for road maintenance and education in Monroe and
Newtown also show an increase from last year’s totals.

Supplemental special education grants for local school districts that will be
disbursed in 2007 also were authorized. The funding includes $68,276 for
Monroe and $238,661for Newtown. The grants are in addition to the towns’
annual Education Cost Sharing and current special education grants.

State funding also was approved for projects in both towns, including:

• A $1.5 million loan to Swiss Army Brands Inc., to help pay construction
costs for its new $26 million North American headquarters in Monroe.

• A $275,000 grant for utility upgrades on the grounds of the former
Fairfield Hills Hospital. The project will include water, sewer, storm drain
and electrical upgrades on the campus, which the town has purchased from
the state.

• A $1,000 grant for Fanfare Concerts Ltd., Inc., of Monroe to support a
Baroque musical program for 4th grade students in Newtown public schools.

Thank you for the honor and privilege of representing you at our state
legislature in Hartford.

Sincerely,

State Representative

debralee hovey
Proudly Serving the 112th District
Monroe ★ Newtown
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Protecting Your Interests
During the 2006 session, as always, I worked on behalf of the 112th District’s families,
children, seniors and taxpayers. I supported measures to spur economic growth, create
jobs, ease traffic congestion, preserve the environment, and protect consumers.

Supporting Manufacturing
Connecticut manufacturers are struggling to remain competitive with their out-of-state
counterparts. To help level the playing field, I cosponsored a law that exempts machinery
and equipment from the property tax to strengthen our manufacturing sector and
preserve and create thousands of jobs.

Encouraging Film Production in CT
To underscore the state’s commitment to encouraging movie and digital media
production in Connecticut, I cosponsored an act requiring the Commission on Culture
and Tourism to implement new film and digital media tax credits and promote movie
and digital media production and post-production in the state.

Fostering Technological Innovation
I supported legislation to promote research in the growing field of nanotechnology, a
branch of engineering that deals with extremely small electronic circuits and mechanical
devices designed and manufactured at the molecular level.

Nurturing Microbusinesses and New Companies
Under an act I cosponsored, the state will provide matching financial assistance for
microbusinesses that receive funding through two federal programs, and venture capital
for newly-established or expanding businesses that are in the early stages of developing
new products and processes.

Office of the Business Advocate
An Office of the Business Advocate was established under a law I cosponsored. The office
will contact micro and small businesses that could benefit from business assistance
programs, provide information about the programs, and help businesses access them.

Encroachment on Open Space Land
To help preserve undeveloped acreage in Connecticut, I supported an act that prohibits
anyone from encroaching on open space land owned by the state or a nonprofit land
conservation organization without permission or legal authorization.

Clean Cars Program 
I cosponsored an act that establishes a greenhouse gas labeling program for new motor
vehicles starting with 2009 models. The program will enable potential buyers to determine
which cars are environmentally-friendly, and which ones are less so.

Children and Jet Skis
To help protect children riding on jet skis, I initiated a law that prohibits them from sitting in
front of the person operating the watercraft. The act also prohibits anyone from riding behind
the operator unless they can hold on to the operator or to the watercraft’s handholds and keep
both feet on the deck.

Property Tax Relief for Seniors
Municipalities will be allowed to freeze property taxes for certain elderly persons under
an act I supported. To be eligible for the benefit, homeowners or their spouses must be
age 70 or older, have lived in the state for at least one year, and meet the same income
limits that apply to the existing state-reimbursed “circuit breaker” program.

Helping Disabled Veterans
Veterans’ disability payments will be excluded in the calculation of income to determine
eligibility for income-based property tax exemptions under a new law I supported.

Breast Cancer Screening
I supported a law to require insurers to provide added coverage for breast cancer
screening if a woman is believed to be at increased risk for breast cancer because of family
history, her prior breast cancer history, or other indications determined by her physician.

Curbing Underage Drinking
To reduce underage drinking and help prevent serious or fatal accidents, I voted for a law
that makes it illegal for parents or other adults to host parties where the consumption of
alcoholic beverages by teenagers is tolerated.

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
I cosponsored an act requiring the Department of Consumer Protection to establish an
electronic prescription drug monitoring program to detect the improper or illegal use of
controlled substances obtained by prescription.

State Budget
I supported the 2006-07 budget because it helps Connecticut’s families, is fiscally
responsible, and will help stimulate economic growth and create jobs. It increases the tax
credit property owners can take to reduce their state income tax liability to $500 for the
2006 tax year. The budget also allows parents to deduct contributions to the state-
sponsored college savings plan from their adjusted gross income for state income tax
purposes. It makes prudent use of the state surplus by replenishing the rainy day fund.

Rep. Hovey visits with volunteer Brian Quinn and members of Monroe Boy
Scout Troop 62 at a tag sale to benefit the troop. Rep. Hovey encouraged the
boys to go on to become Eagle Scouts, scouting’s most coveted achievement.

From left, Rep. Hovey, Susan Rechner, CEO of Swiss Army Brands, Gov. M. Jodi
Rell, Monroe First Selectman Andrew Nunn and state Economic and

Community Development Commissioner James Abromaitis break ground for
the company’s new $26 million North American Headquarters in Monroe.

Rep. Hovey confers with Rep. Sean
Williams, R-Watertown, about a bill

pending before the State House.

Representative Hovey
researches a bill on her
computer during a
recess on the floor of the
State House during the
2006 legislative session.

Rep. Hovey introduces her nephew
Parker Hovey, of Presque Isle, Maine,

to her State House colleagues.
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